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SUB J : IRISH PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICIAL VISIT TO THE U.S. - 

REMARKS AT WELCOMING CEREMONY 

1 . FOLLOWING IS EMBASSY'S SUGGESTED DRAFT OF A WELCOMING 
STATEMENT FOR THE DEPARTMENT'S USE IN PREPARING A TEXT 
FOR THE PRESIDENT. 

2. MR. PRIME MINISTER: IT IS A GREAT HONOR FOR ME 
PERSONALLY - AS WELL AS PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES - 
TO WELCOME YOU TO OUR COUNTRY. MRS. FORD JOINS ME WITH 
GREAT PERSONAL PLEASURE IN GREETING MRS. COSGRAVE AND 
YOURSELF HERE TODAY. (IF IT IS RAINING, A REMARK ABOUT 
HAVING ORGANIZED THE WEATHER TO MAKE THEM FEEL AT HOME 
WOULD NOT BE OUT OF ORDER). 

3. YOUR VISIT TO WASHINGTON. MR. PRIME MINISTER. IS A 
SYMBOL OF THE DIMENSIONS OF OUR RELATIONSHIP - THE 
INTERTWINING SPECIAL AND UNIQUE BONDS BETWEEN OUR TWO 
PEOPLES THAT GO BACK TO OUR WAR FOR INDEPENDENCE, AND BEYOND. 

4. THE EARLY RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN IRELAND AND THE 
UNITED STATES HAVE BEEN MARKED BY MANY MEMORABLE EVENTS. 
THE FIRST LARGE PARTY OF IRISH SETTLERS ARRIVED IN 
NEWPORT NEWS IN 1621, LED BY A WEALTHY MERCHANT FROM 
CORK, DANIEL GOOKIN. IT IS QUITE POSSIBLE THAT THE 
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CORK. SINCE THAT EARLY BEGINNING, NO COUNTRY CONTRIBUTED MORE 
TO THE BUILDING OF AMERICA THAN THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF 
IRELAND. IN OUR WAR FOR INDEPENDENCE AMONG THE 
SIGNERS OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE - IN THE 
BUILDING OF OUR NATION OVER THE LAST TWO CENTURIES, 

IRISH MEN AND WOMEN HAVE MADE, AND CONTINUE TO MAKE, 

A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO OUR WAY OF LIFE - TO 
LIBERTY AND DEMOCRACY. 

5. BUT IT HAS NOT BEEN A ONE-WAY FLOW ACROSS THE OCEAN 
THAT SEPARATES US. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, THE AMBASSADOR 
OF OUR REVOLUTION, WAS RECEIVED BY THE IRISH PARLIAMENT 
IN 1772. FRANKLIN REPORTED THAT ITS MEMBERS WERE "DISPOSED 
TO BE FRIENDS OF AMERICA." FRANKLIN OPINED THAT "BY 
JOINING OUR INTEREST WITH THEIRS... A MORE EQUITABLE 
TREATMENT... MIGHT BE OBTAINED FOR BOTH NATIONS." 

6. FROM THAT TIME TO THE EVENTS EARLIER THIS CENTURY 
THAT BROUGHT ABOUT A FREE AND INDEPENDENT IRELAND, THE 
GOOD WISHES AND THE HELP OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE, 

WE BELIEVE, CONTRIBUTED TO THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THAT GOAL. 

7. IN THE FURTHERANCE OF THESE COMMON GOALS OF FREEDOM. 
INDEPENDENCE AND SELF-DETERMINATION, IRELAND HAS A UNIQUE 
ROLE TO PLAY. IRELAND IS PART OF EUROPE, BY CHOICE AS 

WELL AS BY GEOGRAPHY. BUT IRELAND IS PART OF THE NEWER AS 
WELL AS THE OLDER. WINNING ITS STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE EARLY 
IN THIS CENTURY, IRELAND HAS THE CONFIDENCE OF MANY DEVELOPING 
NATIONS THAT HAVE ONLY RECENTLY EXPERIENCED THIS ACHIEVEMENT OF 
INDEPENDENT NATIONHOOD. 

8. THE TIES WITH THE PAST, THE CULTURAL INFLUENCES AND 
MUTUALLY- ACCLAIMED COOPERATIVE RELATIONS OF THE PRESENT, 

AND THE ROLE WE CAN PLAY TOGETHER IN THE FUTURE - ALL THESE 
MAKE OUR MEETING HERE TODAY AN IMPORTANT OCCASION. 

9. 1 MENTIONED EARLIER THE INTERTWINING SPECIAL AND UNIQUE 
BONDS BETWEEN OUR TWO PEOPLES. IT IS PARTICULARLY FITTING 
THAT WE SHOULD MEET HERE ON ST. PATRICK'S DAY - A DAY 
IMPORTANT TO OUR PEOPLE AS IT IS TO YOURS - DURING THE YEAR 
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OF OUR BICENTENNIAL - A YEAR IMPORTANT TO YOUR PEOPLE AS 
IT IS TO OURS. 

10. WE EARNESTLY HOPE THAT YOUR STAY IN THE UNITED STATES 
WILL BE AS PLEASANT AS IT IS IMPORTANT. TO YOU, MR. PRIME 
MINISTER, AND TO MRS. COSGRAVE, CEAD MILLE FAILTE. 

(PHONETICALLY KAID MEELA FALCHA). CURLEY 
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